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The Leamington Spa“ Opera Group

T €
VLLBDR

OR “THE TOWN OF TITIPU”
by W. 5. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan

prosents

at the
Jephson Gardens Pavilion, Leamington Spa

from 30th August to 4th September 1971
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humour in
Opera
Group’s
Mikado

The clouds move over
a sunny Titipu as
wandering minstrel
Nanki-Poo arrives
seeking his love Yum-
Yum.

The  opening  stage
presentation of The Mikado —
performed by The

Leamington Spa Opera Group
at the Pavilion on Monday,
unfolds into a 2 hour run.
around of friendly deceit and
glaa.!anl corruption as Nanki-

00 — who is really the
Mikado's son — tries to marry
Yum-Yum.

Attempls to do so are foiled
by the presence of her
guardian Ko-Ko — Lord High
Executioner of Titipu — whom
she is due to marry shortly.

As Nanki-Poo is told that he
cannot marry his love - he
resolves to commit suicide,
but a-letter from the Mikado
saves the day. Ko-Ko is or-
dered to behead someone
within a month or lose his

gml‘lnn as executioner (and |
rting)

is head for ¢
Nanki-Poo agrees to be the
victim in Teturn for a month of
wedded bliss with Yum-Yum.
‘Then arrives a real battle-
axe of & woman, Kalisha, well
played by Patricia Goodwin,

Yum progaring toe
= reparing for
r wedding. But l%( IlBtold
that the wife of a condemned
man is buried alive. She

bribes Poo-Bah — Larg High

Everything Else — to swears,

false affidavit that Nanki-Poo
en beheaded.

This allows Nanki-Poo to
marry Yum-Yum and get him
out of the way. !, |
nnwll-hl‘h LL!E iluuﬂs still rolling

e background sc
e Mikag s with the

his accomplices that th
lr_p:uat die for killing Nankl, |

DAY SAVED
But alas, the situation and
?:K‘:nrgv . Ko-Ko is forced

- And Nankj.
Poo and Yum-Yum are I::ﬂu;n

| happy bliss,

Pooh-Bah (John Spencer), Ko.
Ko [&Jugnxs‘:nm':-) and’ the
eade atisha (P;
) (Patricla
The chorus, although at

Umes lost in the nrehg:ulra,
resented with
clarity.

erek Rawlings did a fine

Job as the Mikado, and his san,

Nanki-Poo, played by Barry

Strutt, managed to do enough |

i|,ur‘|tzl|::ul ever averplaying his L
rt,

And praise must go to the |

:ery effective  scenary,
spe o

i

with a flourish

WHAT an apt ending to the current life of the Jeph-
son Gardens Pavilion in Leamington,

Gilbert ‘afd Sullivan's opera
“The Mikado' with its
memorable music and gorgeous
seenes sirikes just the right high
note at ihe end of the Pavilion's
distinguished history.

The Leaminaton Spa_Opera
Group are obviously giving this
show everything they have.

This could be out of nostalgia
for_the Pavilion, the future of
which has vet 'to be decided.
From now on all productions will
be ut the new Royal Spa Centre
iz next June.

The show'’s producer, Miss
Dorothy Dillain, has kept to the
Gilbert and Silivan tradition,
while adding the o
to-date-Lotich.

Her hard work 15 helped by a
good’ cast, both  the men’s and
Women's chorus are artieulate
and_animated.

oD

BFEncerJ who wrings every drog
of humour out of his role as th
migwus Lord High Everything

Koo (John Fenner! s vers
good in. his role s Lord High Ex.
ecutioner, while Nan
(Barry Strutf) 15 a good
lead.

Goodwin)
to len ith the cor
t of menace.

Mikado (Derek Rawlings)
4 .wonderful voiee and he
tes the second half of the

Pamela  Summers,  Audrey
Hemuss and Jill Grani take their
as giggling schoolgirls ex-

“The Mikado" will be at the
P:'l]!glun until Bﬂl\.ll:g,:‘. A ot
e apera group showed erifer-
prise P: having.
Py




