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A wizard ‘02’ at the Loft .

“THE Wizard of 0z"
at the Loft
Thenre Leamin,
was a sell-out
beinre it even opened.
‘Which says a great deal

for the anticipatory sense
pmple “of Warwick-

" really It
every packed ience it gek:.
After a slow and uncertain
opening scene it fairly blos-

nks to a

o :
a duo of lsdy mapicians —
one goody, one badd.

and daneing
way down the yellow bmk
Mld whl.le Miss

with an am
Bnd siyle, Jane Wilkinson yi
be singing

it those chataciers
with the lharlcumn";l! [lim;
courage; that really catch the
miion apd iz I frmiy
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fore 1 forgel their :mrrn
whic!
everything 1o the lalents of
olved.
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1oy that (heir sontuimas sod

from-the chorus
powerful as it might be It

happens 10 have the pick.4

and her llwulmvr'l attitudes
to brews and recipes. The
wilches' tea party, at which
ghe plays hostess, is superh.
“The Wizard of 02" ks a first
class piece, glittering with in-
genious effects, events and
oncepts and with the humogr
of L. Frank Baum's script.
Loft have given it &
SR A pertoeh o " o

those large chorus
have had a little bll of hh

breathed into them and
liming is improved a I.imo
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there will be hlrdb' - fllil.
to find in it
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Dorothy an
her maglon] trip_beyond the
mhlbow un!nld.ad b erel

'l-‘u'-'lg ubuul in hll uAl at

lmnul.h.ly presented by a
can ¢

ectacle.
BPJ‘Ew.m y Dillam’s produe-
tion sticks closely to the film
(and is none the worse for
that) adding some Interesting
touches wi tty dance
Foutines nhnr-osmphm by
Alwyn Probert, and af.
tractive, too am-
bitious, stage @nd lighting
etfects. !
ROMP
‘The cast romp along in fine

style and goed volce — headed
n;yme first Bllh: bs Bridget

OLD-STYLE MAGIC
IN LOFT'S WIZARD
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As we walted for curtain up on Wednesday’s first night performance

' " it Theatre my 11-year-old companion flicked
"nleWIznrdu!(n at the Lo "'_ﬂ:lss;:dy I inlon/icked
llorlng. i winh thuy‘d do wmetlling modern like Dr Who,”” he said.

run she will alternate In the
rDIE w1|.h Jnﬂ! Wilkinson.
hard Baker's brainless
cmwh a delight, nlce]y
teamed with the “Nurlh
Country"
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Gooderick and Nick mml
cowardly —  straight
from the 3

Carole Davies turns.in a
gem of a performance as the
wicked Witch manay
Both Took an sound e Hette
Davies at her mmrny best.
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charming Dorathy. During the




