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‘Shy don gives

play vitality

PROVOCATIVE, witty and,

at_times, genuinely moving, — who ~ feaches
“The Philanthropist,” at the (the study of words]

Loft Theatre, ~Leamington
Spa, is an excifing play.

Lamhnd.,t- it's difffcult to tell
philology
s).

Because of his subject,
Philip can always find some-

Christopher Hamptan's thing good about what is said

of manners Is set

comedy
| throughout in the tastefully
ers of “a

lecoral quarte:
bachelor don” — Oxford or words, no matter what is said,
S - and thus finds it imj

to him, and self-admittedly
lacks * critical faculties.” He
just enjoys the sound of

e
[ o react saeytionly. to
those  who iy unkind_or
even cruel things. Shy, self-
eHacing an painfully 'good-
humoured, Ph as excit-
ing a character as he finds
Himselt dutl 24 a person.
John Fenner is magnificent
in the role. It is a difficult
and subtle one since Philip
must. run what is, for him,
the gamut of emations.— and

¢ break-up of hil-
long engmmmenl and, ulti-
mately himself.

Strong

The rest of the cast in this
fine_production is also strong
Ken Thomas as the earthy
and loyal Donald, Liz Dalton
as the secretly soft-hearted
Celia, Philip's intended, and
| Christine Carpenter - as the
[sultry nymphoman iae

D« d Biddle is splendidly
condescending as the rich and

writer, Braham —
offended that he is not
included on a “death list™

and especially cruel to Philip
| because he desires Celia for
| | himself.

| This play might not suit
| everyane's ‘taste and, as the
eaire’s  newsletter
Warns, “ Tt Is not suitable for
children.” 1t suited my tastes
| down to the ground, however,
und it a mentally
stimulating, visually apm:almg
4nd - emotionally cha
evening’s theatre.

V. MeK.

APAIL 20 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30

THE PHILANTHROPIST

By Christopher Hampton
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Philip S JOHN FENNER

Danald KEN Tb’DMAS
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Directar : KEN THOMAS
Seene ! The raom of a Bachelor Don

There will be an interval of 15 minutes between Acts | and 11

Curtain down approximately 9.45

Set Design .. Jean Clarks
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e ill
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NO SMOKING [N THE AUDITORIUM

Play that has a
degree of polish

Innelf don who is about to be

The Philaniliropist,
hea | maried and Liz Dalton puts

Lot ming tan
THIS v e uni. | & great deal inlo the girl who
versi wn play about the | wonders whether or not she
loves  and  fears of the tight thing jn

{'bachelor don has a very pting
|/ pnlhhcu lnok. David J.Hddlr poses to iusu
| elegsntly sel and in- | the right degree as 13
| rlshcly Jdirected by Ken | author Braham and ('hrhllne
Thot roenter confrasts well as
t  keep  their | the girl most likely to get any

characters and their dialogue

It is an adult play and not
an easy one. It has a serious
conelusion but plenty of light
moments along the way and a
ring of truth in

#oing with pace and interest
and achieve a high desree of
naturalness in approach that
mllim. I'nr a convineing and

even:

ihe approach.
It _continues all this weel
JOnn DA‘\'IFJ’ 5

Jnlm Fenner pliys in 2
iost credible manner the

_.?4_ =

Bain, Joyce Welch,

Martin Sabin, Bruce Draper,

Unlikely mixture
made to hlend

THE PHILANTHROPIST —
Lojt Theatre, Leamington,
until Saturday, April 30
(running time: 2 hours).
EVEN a horrific suicide can-
netrate the intellec-
ua an
analysis  Lhat  Christopher
pton’s  charac
dujge in.
ords like  “ol

eaginous”
ried through Lh:

flow un
conversal the nu
ber personality

But an ludhnl:e lacks the
psychiatrist’s

mise these ns the characters
lalfuw ench Dt!mr alung lh?
primrose path to everlas

ing self-knowledge,
ading the procession is
pail the college don who
hasn't the courage of his
]'ICL of conv u:l.mm
He is engaged to Cel

THEATRE

who is a5 Jpirtted and viva-
Clou‘:“:j\x is meek and w

An unllkeh couple, with
ends who
e T BRI A (o
inner party.
yihe Jeast complicated of
these a fell
turer I‘hﬂ hls perfected lhg
art of earning u uvmg leh
min imun
Thom s
makes it obvious Why Philip
hnuid depend on him for

But he doesnT s
ml-lmul, having  to
nounce on his partic. .r

By ANNE
LEUCHARS'

philosophy ‘of life,

Philip is anxious to please
e\rer:vbudv but that dossn't
mean he lacks feelings of his
own, John Fenner handl

on stage the. wkml:

Liz Dalton occasionally

lapses into recitation rather

than acting, but she handles

Celia’s confusion over her

feglings for hilip very well

confusion

rnpr.ad by the arrival or B

cesstul novellst.

he
'be mnre n[ A Wﬂctla?d biteh
hilasophy

a:cm :renlbl
‘The Bumhineﬂ nrﬂhlems of
haracters would give a |
Pi!chmmljsb nig] hLmlN |
Y Lhere is gIE nty of |
play,
ﬂ:liv’eled neﬁﬂv and sharp- |







