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Escape into a fantasy
world by the riverbank,
meet animals with
human personalities
and join in their adven-
tures.

That s the invitation which
the Loft offers children and
adults alike who want to I'orget
— if only for a wh
depmulng reality of day tn

day

“’I‘n:d of Toad Hall" Has all
the colour, imagination and
vitality to whisk you away and
be kept spellbound for more
than two and a half hours

Director Charles Mulraine's
palicy of using only the most
| experienced of actors has paid
| dividends.

Each of the principals has
blended’ his considerable
ability with experience and
praduced the finest of
characterisations.

All four have  discernible
personalities which are easily
latched on to.

. Toad (Bob Snelson) bears
a_ll the traditional traits of the

mal —and at first this
re:ltam: approach is quite
startling.

But within minutes this
stylish performance wins over
the whole audlence ' and
continues to  captivate
throughout the show.

Bob Snelson has this
celted, arrogant but lovable
animal off to a tee

Ken Thomas s a fine Ratly.
The Water Rat exudes
warmth and
while living a simple life {s the
sharpest and brightest of the
four.

Jeremy Heynes embodies
all the nervous impatience of
Mole, the little animal who has
yet ta meet many of the other
creatures.
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The magic of the fan
tasy “Toad of Tond Hall”
s currently being re-lived

Loft in their first
;‘){ruﬁutllun of the New

Bob Snelson stars us the

Joined by
left to right):
Denzil Pugh s Badger,
Ken Thomas as Ratty, and
Jeremy Haynes us Maole,
and in the middle Jennifer
Beale as Marigold.

The old, distinguished and
slightly ' perverse elder
stateman Mr Badger is ex-
cellently presented by Denzil
Pugh

Credit must also be given to
Alfred, the horse, and iis back
legs — Peter Phipps and Jan
Jones — for their superb co-
ordination. Theirs is not a
good pantomime horsg but a
Jﬂ‘enl one.

Fine performances are
given by all the main actors
and even the more junior ones
are good.

The secret of success Is not
that the acting should be
first class and the scenery
excellent, which it is, but that
attention- Is pald to the
smallest of details

Here the Loft has rounded
out the sharp edges and ap-
plied the varnish. The con-
sequence is a very good show.
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There will b twa intervals of 15 minutes. after Acts [1 and I1I.

Cotfee will be servad in the coffee lounga, and pop in the downstairs fayer
The Theatee bar will be open for members from 7 p.m

The play will and at approximately 10,20 p.m.,

Set Design

o .
Wardrobe

Construction Manager
Assistant Stage Managers

Stage Crew

Photographs

age Manager
Daputy Stags Manaan

matinees at 5.20 p.m.

David Ellis

T Rabin Pieue
Karen Tagg

Phil Harvey
. Richard Pemberton, Martin Sabin, Barry Lidstons

Ken Enston, Dorathy Dillam, John Gough

. Vicky Pick
Kenrick Badger
 Celia Adame, Margaret flees, Mike Kerby, Avril

Chater. Jane Armstrang. Clive Johnson

Telgarth gadgor, ik folch, Gregory Bellamy.
Steve Exins. Edis Bevan. Dawn Ho
Christapher Gibbs, Nige! Dixon, Brian Johnson,

Peter Tagg,

Roger Harris

Costumes from the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford.

‘A ‘Toad' for all

'rn-inﬁf TOAD HALL —
; P

lpm_duw;m-: get

is the W
Charles Mulraine's gnum Ly
ple I D[h it ction
plhm :;nri
organisation on occasions in
f its ideas and appeal.
ad is a
y actor. Tt

four cylinders through-

THEATRE

out and Mr Snelsox
formance, for all
i ks Ar

marny
essentinl

Quite the best performance
ning comes from
wh

Jerem; 5 hose res- .
traint lends admirable
consistency to lh‘: Fuﬂ. of
Denzil. Pugh has
sted  Badger with 2
Seotlish accenl — u master
stroke which works perfeetl

4’ character o ATt
few actors have
red more rewnrdingly.
Ken Themas's Ral is an
adequate if somewhat in-
determinate periormance
5 ‘m not convinced of
the wisdom of making him

¢ Fenner as

By DAVID
ISAACS
virtus \ny

carl his tal
throtighout. the show.
5olo song is, i
unimaginative st
-, thEre’s n pariic
good contribution from Jnlm
the Chi(l \‘J\:l.icl.
1t's a pretty, sather tha
elaborate set hy D'\‘vl(l F]ha
and it is quite ||(|1lly i
«—notably in the early seex

e that some of

and i
fhese will probably bo ironed
out in the naturally lubrica-
LWE effect nf performance—
5 18 bilanee  an
cujoﬂble 5 -a‘: nal show and
one which scems sure to give
a great deal of pleasure to
Audicnces Gf all dgcs,




