FUN AND GAM
AT THE LOF

ts the end, moving

“Happy Family’”’ is
the title of the Loft
Theatre’s current pro-
duotion, and "lmppy
family”’ is the
perpetuated by Marl:
Solstice and his two
sisters. The price they
pay is painful; rejection
of the rest of the world

and retention of the o

games and interactions
of their childhood days.

Giles Cooper's play focuses Th

on one day when, l'ut a brief
moment, an rtunity to
Eronk.cut of e Safe yet an
stifling pattern presenied
Itself — and what the result
turned out to be.

‘There is glmly to lnugh atin
the way th is
resenleﬂ‘ and wum.m

{lkinson's  production
allowed full scope for the
omedy element. But there is
more to IL: a taut, classically-
constructed play like this
needs equally taut direction.
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e alliances and alignmen
of the family members,
spn.rhed off by the intrusion of

outsider in the shape of
Susan’s fiancee, change with &
speed which démands a alick
pace ul:&upla t“\’nh ‘kwuunl
under! ing of wha
on. It ipossible to !u\lfﬂthe
prwucuon on these counts.

CRUMBLES

Mark, whose: am?euluul
self-assumed
of ‘the mmlly crumbles
whenever the ligh out and
his terror of the dark
uvnr him, is played by John
‘ermer with the ppwpmw
tanslnn and fri|
Elspeth Dales's aunn
{nlcknl.mnﬂ ‘‘Duchess'")

nnmmand of Jm-nl.! E‘z!“ymu
chinks had to be dnr- and are
gradually :n s fine

ce,
Deborah, the lnnnum but
elemental sister on whom the
others project their own ec-
centricity, getss lively and, at

himself — but out of his own of
league in this

‘required under-statement
mes with the

trom Tom Atiingon. naee conlinunlly whnl 5

going to happen next. In the

ATMOSPHERE event, he hrgmpggln\h! action full

John Colling’s _country
cottage sstting reinforces the ¢ o7

NOVEMBER 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, DECEMBER 1, 2

HAPPY FAMILY

by Giles Cooper
by arrangement with Evans Plays)

Cast:

Deborah Solstice. ................ R s ieseen e siana MARLENE PENN
..................................... JOHN FENNER
. ELSPETH DALES
,,,,,,, ceveeeae.. TOM ATKINSON
Director: WILLIAM WILKINSON

The action of the play takes place in Deborah 's cottage in Huntingdonshire on
a Friday afternoon and evening in Spring.

There will be one 15 minute interval

Curtain down approximately 9.30 p.m.

Set Design ..John Collins
. Nik Collins

Assistant Stage Managers ............. Darothy Fenner, Susan Hamilton
Hazel Clews, Steve Davey

Stage Manager

Lighting Design
Sound ...
Wardrobe

. Richard Pemberton

. Ken Enston
. Nancy Howell
Construction Crew ........ . Kenrick Badger, Albert Whitehart
eith Berry, Roger Morris, Di Phipps,

Brian Doughty, Rod Davis

Photographs ... Roger Harris, Martin Savage

NO SMOKING IN THE AUDITORIUM

of a
m Merlene Penn. cut off from the mainstream
fiancee, Gregory, of contemporary life: skilfully
a games-player :m::lrlxcled.km. from the look

s family, recelves  myp gyhor hismselt plays

cirele In what Is, as we realise,
iy poﬂl'hlu conclusion.
i

High level
of drama

Happy Famity ™
Loft Theatre, Leamington

DIRE
Wilkinson,

William

and ‘
fear of the

Susan's  fance,
s 1o

the closcs
beeomes o
This rivel

ontinues’ unti




A )

A




