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THERE'S

about vic

aisles.

Pop one or more people
into a dog-collar ana the
effect is that everyone barks

with laughter.

At least, that was the

assumption when this Fo

es
ree was written. And it's an

enormous  tribute  to  th

standard of acting here that it ep

can  still  be  entertaining

today

It exists in a Second World

Wartime
coated
settees,

world

something
rs that gets
people rolling in the

",

extreme;  but  such
qualit;

tability  of

. what's coming next.
madness

h

wife of the village

There's & frustrated  himself first on the town
he  spinster and men in all-  an -‘;Id man friend disguised
eloping underwear @ vicar, and then the hostage
2 chasing cach other through ©of a highly-strung German,

french windows. also dresse
Yau can’t get much cornier
than that. But you'd also have
to go a long way to find a
better production,

as a vicar.

local  clergy  and

ad infinitum.

The plot is flimsy in the
uality of the performance,
direction and set that you can
easily forget you know exactly

The flighty former-actress
vi 5

Add an influx of genuine

guaranteed mistaken identity

d clergy
on the razzle

r'he success of the show

owes

performance by
Ashbourne as Mrs Toop the

vicar

extravagant  without

over

More smashing portrayals

watching amateurs — notably

from

May 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 1982.

SEE HOW THEY RUN

by Philip King

Cast:

1da, @ Mai.........coivvverevreenssseessssnesssnesessenssnennn. ELSPETH DALES
Miss Skillon... ROBIN PIETTE
The Reverend Lionel TOop.....cc.ccoevevrvvcvercenenenne. TOM ATKINSON
Penelope Toop, his Wife ... HELEN ASHBOURNE

.RICHARD MOORE
JOHN FENNER
......JOHN DILLAM

..ERIC F. ABBOTT
... RICHARD BAKER

Lance-Corporal Clive Winton ....
The Intruder..........cccoovenes
The Bishop of Lax...............
The Reverend Arthur Humphrey
Sergeant Towers

Directed by DENZIL PUGH

... Nick Welch

: g . Annette Shearer
..Fay Dillam, David Babbington, Rob Browton,
Christine Weaver, Roz Weaver.

Stage Manager...
Deputy Stage Manage
Assistant Stage Managers.

ean-Pierre Kuenzler
Madeline Gorrill
. Martin Savage

Photographs

The music in this production was all recorded in 1943.
Programme cover design by Ronald Welch.
There are two intervals of 15 minutes.
Curtain down approximately 9.50 p.m.
The action of the play takes place in the Hall at the Vicarage,
Merton-cum-Middlewick, in 1943.
Act | An afternoon in September
Act Il The same night
Act Ill A few minutes after Act Il

NO SMOKING IN THE AUDITORIUM

IT'S all
really.
That's because the plot of
See How They Run at the Loft
Theatre revolves around a
severe case of mistaken iden-

a bit hectic

slightly confusing but it's all
terribly simple really. ['ll
much to a firat-class explain. .. -
Helen Scene: Sunny England 1843
‘when the enemy was the Hun pops out and an old friend of
and naone was gulle sure “Pepny's Arops Jf.
where Argentina was letalone  Problem is that the old
the Falklands. Hall of the friend (splendidiy played by
vicarage at Merton-cum- Richard Moore) i3 also &
Middlewick, warm mutfins for ~ soldier and the local high spota
tea. Get the picture? Good. are out of bounds...quick
Moore a8 the Action. e
suit...

Miss Skillon, Pay attention.
Viear, Lionel’ Toop (Tom

Atkinson) doin, Derek

s wife. She is gorgeously

going
the Toop.

make you forget vou're

visiting friend, Elspeth Dales Vicar's wife Penelope Toop

as the maid and from Eric F. (Helen Ashbourne oozing  Meanwhile a POW (John
Abbott, doing a gem of a job | talent) is having a bit of an Fenner complete with
as the spidery old Rev. Arthur argy-bargy with local ratbag hilarious accent) escapes

Humphrey.

Miss Skillon (Robin Piette from a nearby camp, socks
doing the Lady Bracknell bit). the vicar, the real vicar that
‘They're certain not to get on 1s, and...surprise, surprise,
because she's a former changes into his clothes.

Julie Hanson |

#'Seeing doubl,
Panelope (Ha
four of the vicars who crop up in Philip King's hilariou:
tomerrow, !

ather quadruple in the Loft Theatre's camed: Su.‘ How They Run is
bourne). Eric Abbott, Richard Maore, John F.llﬂ:l' and Tem ﬂrliilrun are

s play which ends its run tonight and

SE—

actress. Penelope that is, not’

g &
Nimmo without the stutter)’

So daft yet
'so brilliant

and the seene is set far

non-stop hilarity.
Denzil  Pugh's  pra-

duction must be the

Philip King's delight- | result of sheer
fully silly farce has | grafl. ¥et the pri
polished to per- [1s  achieved  without
on for  this  out- | losing any of the play's
good pro- | light-weight froth — the

ast obviously love it
Helen Ashbourne and

|Tom  Atkinson  are
| delightful foils for cach
other as the viear and
his wife. Elspeth Dales|
ns the maid's role|

a star part and the
briate Miss Skillon,|
5 played by Rabin
Piette, is an object les |

| san in the art of acting
meets up with an old | dru
4l flame snd  plans I

inn but

Ve seen

strang  and|
st produc
Abbott de:
1l mention as the
Lerly-|

ut
d Hev, Humph|

a

out.

Another runaway
Loft success

With the vicar count already
standing at three another one
turns up. (Eric Abbot making
the very mast of the part). All
are soon outranked
ing Bishap (John Diliam),

With ‘more dog
around than
Crufts the fun really starts.
But though fast and furfous it
i5 1 also
humorous with El
as Tda the yokel maid holding
it all-together marvellously.

All quite easy really. Can't
see what ‘all 1l 8 was
about. Oh; you don't follow?
Let me go over it again. ..
put it more simply, it's

a yisit-
collars,
there are at

controlled and
speth Dales

r Loft success. — Brian

Richardson. 7




