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The great classic Broadway comedy

HE MAN WHO CAM

by MOSS HART and GEORGE S. KAUFMAN
Directed by DENZIL PUGH
Lighting Designed by MIKE CRISSWELL

- TO DINNER

CAST
(In order of appearance)

Mrs Ernest W. Stanley -..HELEN ASHBOURNE
Miss Preen ANNE WOOD
Richard Stanley TIM MEACOCK
June Stanley ... KIRSTIE

John . TREVOR MURLEY
Sarah............... .. HELEN WALL
Mrs Dexter AUDREY JACQUES
Mrs McCutcheon LIZ COMPTON
Mr Stanley -..... RON WEBB
Maggie Cutler JULIE PARSONS
Dr. Bradley DOUG WATSON
Sheridan ERIC TAYLOR
Harriet Stanley JUDY MURDOCH

Bert Jefferson
Professor Metz

RICHARD MOORE
ERIC F. ABBOTT

Mr Baker JOHN WEHNER

. .. DAVID BAKER
Lorraine Sheldon ...... SUE MOORE
Sandy .. DAVID BENNETT
Beverly Carltan NEIL MONRO-DAVIES
Westcoll ERIC F. ABBOTT
Banjo .. JOHN FENNER

Other parts played by members of company.

THE SETTING

Set in the home of Mr and Mrs Stanley, in a small town in Ohio. it's 1939.

ACT I Scene 1. A December morning, Scene 2. About a wes
ACT Il Another week has passed. Chrisimas Eve
ACT Il Christmas morning.

ek later

THERE WilL BE AN INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES AFTER ACT |

ANDACT il

Whirlwind comedy
in classic vein

THE MAN WHO CAME
T0 DINNER - Loft The-
atre, Leamington, until

FIRSTNIGHTVERDIC'
]

July 10. time

raineSheld

2hr30min.

THE LOFT rounds off
its season with this fa-
mous Broadway com-
edy by Moss Hart and
George S. HKaufman,
whisking us back to
Ohio, in 1939, for some
classie farce revolving
like a whirlwind aroun
bumptious theatre critie,
writer and broadeaster
Sheridan _ Whiteside,
played by Eric Taylor.
He's at the eye of the
storm, the hub of all
the action, and a cata-
lyst for most of it too.
And Taylor is com-
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as the less

than welcome guest in
the Stanley househald.
Sue Moore positively
radiates in_her show-
| stealing performanceas
famous

actress Lor-

A dinner guest who

stayed

THIS is a wild and wacky Amer-

on and on...

Timed to perfection

The Broadway classic,
The Man Who Came to
Dinner, graces - the
at the Loft
Leamington this

The play follows the
duom gomgs on at the

ley household, The
ble  Sheridan
de, all round
raconteur come explorer,
and pliyed to belligerent
perfection by . Eric
Taylor, descends upon

_the Stanley's peaceful
turf over Christmas - -
with disastrous conse- ||

quences.

Once again the out- *

standing theatrical deft
of the players shines
throughout.

Taylor, playing a char-
acter who spits more

tacks than the proverbial
boot-maker, has a fine
grasp of the acerbi

Sue Moore is also out-
standing as the vampy
starlet, Lorraine Sheldon.

sionate allure and gulli-
bi

Also a surprise appear-
ance from John Fenner as

. Banjo, with a hilarious

Marx Brothers take-off.

ican comedy from the late 1930s,
with what seems like a cast of

th
A quick bit of adding-up reveals the
precis mumber i be 21 - with ot a

than compensate.

norm Emw among them. It certainl
makes for an entertaining and unpre- 4
dictable evening!

“The action takes place in the home
of Emest and Daisy Stanley, in a small
town in Ohio.

Doing her best to
enchant journalist Bert
Jefferson, she throws her-  timed comedy, and more
sefine dhe part with just _ Lmportaatly, that final
the right mixture of pas- _ twist  Jomathan Le

A fine production,
brimming " with well-

remain there, confined
10 a wheelchair, their initial excitement

— CHESTERTON Wi

The Man Who Came to Dinner
Loft Theatre

soon changes to despair as Whitehouse
turns their ground floor into his living
gnamrs and recording studio, and con-

s the Stanleys 1o their bedroom

As their house disintegrates around
them, an array of i increasingly bizarre

use guests start to arrive, with an
cven more bizarre array of gifts. Mean-
while, Whitebouse's fe secretary

Maggic falls in love with a local jour-
nalist, a situation he is determined to

‘The pivotal role of Sheridan White-
house is played by Eric Taylor.

Although not possessing the Falstaffian
physique one might have expected, his
resonale voice and stage presence more

Open weekend at old windmill

Windmill apens on September 25 and 26. More than 300 years
of graffit record work at the mill. Organisers need volunteera(tel: 612792),

_ He is arrogant , acerbic and down-
right rude - everything one would
expect of a theatre critic!

There is good support throughout,
especially from Julie Parsons as Mag-
gie, although the performances [
enjoyed mast were those of Anne
‘Wood as the tormented nurse , Miss
Preen, Sue Moore as the salacious and
upwardly-mobile actress Lorraine
Sheldon, and Neil Monro-Davics as the
wundm‘u]ly plummy English thespian,
Beverly Carl

Oh, and mm s also an extremely
familiar Hollywood character who
appears in the final scene and atiempts
to resolve things in his own inimitable

way. But if you want ta find out who it *

is, you'll have to see the show!

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner runs
until Saturday, July 10. Tickets are
available from the Box Office (cle-
phone 0926-426341)

Phil Appleby

vuth a gu:mlng array of
histrionics and affecta-
tions, and Judy Mur-
doch is appealingly ec-
centric as the strange
sister Harriet Stanley.,

Ron Webh and Helen
Ashbourne are the be-
wildered Mr and Mrs
Ernest Stanley banish-
ed to the rooms of their
own home as Whiteside
makes his overbearing
presence felt.

There’s more than a
touch of Groucho about
Whiteside's » friend
Banjo, and some per-

fectly prim, " spinsterly’

acting - and one of the
best comic lines - from
Ann Wood as flustered
nurse Miss n, driven
to her wits’ end.by her
cantankerous patient.

David Benllay







