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Thriller lacks passion

REBECCA, Loft Theatre,
Leamington, till February 24
FIRST-NIGHT nerves
played their part in this
beautifully staged
production in the Loft’s new
air-conditioned auditorium,
ADaphne du Maurier
gothic thriller is not my cup
of tea but most of the
audience seemed absorbed
by the growing suspense.
However, this adaptation
of the book lacks passion.
Judy Murdoch as Mrs

vt 2 REVIEW 3 %

Danvers succeeds in
conveying the creeps and
Helen Ashbourne lights up
the stage as the outspoken
Beatrice, Yet the brooding
Maxim (Stuart Waterworth)
needs to work harder to
achieve the shock element
at the end of the first act.
The second half does tend to
drag but at least you can-sit
back and admire the scenery.
Barbara Goulden

Reb e Cca by Daphne du Maurier

adapted by Clifford Williams

Frith
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Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3

Not enough menace in Loft S spmted Rebecca

Rebecca - The Loft Theatre,
Leamington

H has the makings of ths gripging
gothic thriller. A house ha
by the spirit of Its dead mlstrlu
and her formidable living
housekeeper. A mastar who
appears to be consumed by love
for his lost wife and totally
disinterested in his new young
wit
But the
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The action of the play takes place in the hall of Manderley, home of
Maxim de Winter, some years before the Second World War
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not see enough of her, More
should have been done to make
her presence felt.

Stuart Waterworth and Mellssa
give solid perfor-
xim and the new

the credit must fall
en Ashbourne and Bill
Bosworth who played the
Wangertu Bearice and Gilas
Lacey with such pas:
Not o much thriling ae

Loft's of
the Daphne du Maurler classic
Rebecca doesn't quite hit the
mark.

The production cannat be
faulted for its magnificent acting,
spectacular scenery and lavish
costumes. But what it does lack Is
atmosphere.

Judy Murdoch Is absolutely
excellent as the malevalent Mrs
Danvers when she does put in an
appearance but the audience does

worth a visil.

The opening night, last
Wednesday, was a gala evening to
celebrate the Loft's new heating
and alr conditioning system. The
piny ends on Saturcay (February

24).

® Melissa Bellamy as Mu de
Winter, Stuart Waterwort
Maxim de Winter and Judy
Murdoch as Mrs Danvers. Fhoto by
Marcus Mingins FBD3080.

Rebecca was

PRI}

* miss the production with faint
praise. 1 certainly thought that
atmosphere was one of the pro-
duction’s strong points, Judy
Murdech’s porirayal of the
obsessed Mrs Danvers was
excellent, but would have been
ruined by over-exposure - it was
her very, ‘shadowiness’ and
“almost - presence’  which
worked, so well.

1 Lhm:sht Meuua Bellamy
and Stuart Waterworth worked
extremely well together, partic-
ularly the reversal in their
roles as the story progressed.
Helen . Ashbourne and Bill

YA

T

Bosworth were, indeed, excel-
] Ient and. namlls' had some of
*'the Tunniest lines. However, no
memlun was made Y of - Sean
" Worrell, who perhaps had the
- most difficult character to por-

tray - lazy, insolent, drunk, but
also angry, fiercely loyal to
Rebeeca and Mrs Danvers and
then again full of curiosity and
latent mm ﬂwughl Mr

a m! ol a h\h.l\
A woman who would, and did,

drive a man ta murder
Her power tht,

on hers s the
stamming role, those whom she left
hLHHN! having 10 daace 10 the hero-

ily tune

irit haunts Manderley und

rance of Mrs Danvers. the
isekeeper from hell
And during the opening night af
the Loft Theatre's production of this
classic one almast expected the sudi-

Ghostly Rebecca, a
hard act to follow

Rebecea, The Lajt Thearre il
Febriary 2

REBECCA w: |~!uumuun 1 viva.

enc one of th
entrance ‘good old pantamine
hiss. Like her former mistress, this
woinan is bad news

Theugh he producion peans
lac) or John Fen.
ner and his pL.l o5 n:ul\).nplum!'hl.
miood af the piece and the flavour

and mannesisms of the times and
were ably led by Stant Waterworth
us the tortured Masim de Winier and
 studid interpretation of M D
vers by Judy Murdoch.
he en-stage heroine, Melissa
s the andejob 35 he
roplacement and ratier naive, gauche
inter who s to walk in
Rebecea's dark shadow.
I 3 hard act o folla, Nice
s from Helen .\m
Vorra

when Mrs Danv
mally get what
as excellenily
Martin Lawson.




