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Monday, 20th to Saturday, 25th October, 1997 at 7.30 p.m.

Talisman Theatre Company

presents

The Merchant
o[ %nice

by William Shakespeare

Cast:—

Duke of Venice
Prince of Morocco

Tony Burrows
Trevor Thomas

Prince of Arragon Tony Burrows
Antonio John Fenner
Bassanio Roger Harding
Portia Mary MacDonaid
Shylock Emmanuel Toutoungi
Gratiano Thomas O'Connor
Salerio Eric Taylor Dﬂegiecr::s l;v anlu::';uﬂ kinson
Sﬁfn"z'ﬂ fghegéie s L\ghlmggDnslglyl lan Roberts and Willam Wilkinson
" Stage Manager Sophie Hamilton
Nerissa Angela Collins Sound Dik Thacker
Jessica Amy Heynes Assistant Stage Managers Yvonne Shillington, Richard Orr
Tubal Trevor Thomas and Alan Stacey
Launcelot Gobbo Mark Jeffries Wardrobe Margaret Kentsbeer
Servants/Messengers Joan Jury, Robert Draper, Pmﬂﬂ;{‘;gz g::s;g;cﬁl‘z:‘ne
Anne Bennett
Musician Allen Maslen Set construetion by John Ellam, assisted by Stuart Morris, Mick lves, Tim Eden,

Bob Caren, Richard Orr, Roy Baldwin and John O'Loughlin.
The play is set in Venice and a neighbouring country estate in Belmont.
Approximately 270 lines have been cut and one character, Old Gobbo.
Shakespeare probably wrote the play in 1598, but this production
does not attempt ta recreate that specific period.
Our time is broadly at the end of the last century.

Production Photographs by Zoé Jelley

The Talisman Theatre would like ta thank the Glebegate Restaurant Catering Depariment,
North Warwickshire College, for table finan.

This is a play often set aside in the belief that it is anti-Semitic. That would be to seriously

There will be one Interval of 15 minutes. diminish the intense humanity and even-handedness of Shakespeare.

Setting sail for the Mercant of Venice - Trevor
Thomas as Tubal and Emmanuel Toutoungl as
Shylock. Picture by Nev:lle Collins. OCDT19?

& Merchani of Venice by William
speare at The Talisman Theatre

NSPLANTING Shakespeare into dif-
nt eras often has the purists groaning
but it warks well for the Talisman
Theatre's latest production.

The men don smart blazers and the
adies elegant full-length dresses of
Victorian times in this version of the

The tale of the Jewish moneylender
who wants his pound of flesh over an
unpaid debt incurred by a Christian mier-
chant is something of a dinosaur in terms

KEenilworth

for any
dramatists.

paxd off.

Theatre at its
most powerful

of its political correctness. But if you can
put the anti-Jewishness of the late 16th

are all good but there are tow-
ering performances by Mary MacDonald
as Portia and Emmanuel Toutoungi, who
plays Shylack.

They are seen at their best in the final

The Merchant of Venice -
Talisman Theatre,

In fact it more than achieved
what it set out to do. Despite
playing to a disappointingly
small audience the players rose

Apart from a few fluffed lines,

an no doubt due to first night

HE Merchant of tothe challenge with ease.
I Venice is @ d

ambitious choice parves, the strong cast gave a
amateur pretty solid performance.

‘The Merchant of Venice is

And although the Talisman one of Shakespeare's greatest
clearly wanted a challenge m triumphs and much was made
celebrate its 75th birthday,
risk that may not h'-\n way through it - love, money,

of the themes which weave their

Jjustice and mercy.

rave choice pays
off for Talisman

And the play did not suffer
from the 270 lines and one
character cut from
Shakespeare's original text.

Top performances were given
by Mary Macdonald, Emmanuel
Toutoungi and John Fenner.

Add that to an simple but
effective set, long flowing gowns
and bundles of enthusiasm from
all,-and any Shakespeare fan
would have had more than their
pounnd of flesh out of the
‘Talisman’s latest production.

Charlotte Beevers

court scene where Shylock aims 1o extract
his revenge on merchant Antonio. The
drama of this scene owes its strength not
only to the playwright's words bul to
spléndid acting by MacDonald ang
Toutoungi.

If 1 had one quibble it is that Bassanio
(pictured with I‘ﬂm ] :.mL her maid), the
suitor who wins hand, could have
been younger as Sh
Hiim 10 be something

Nevertheless the play s
tainment, ably directe e oy W
Wilkingon wilh 3 simple, Tctie st by
John Ellam. Pendred

MERCHANT
VENICE - The
Talisman  Theatre,
Kenilworth . until
October 25. Runnmg
time: 2% hr
THE Talisman
Theatre ~Company
has  created  yet
another winner with
this bold production.
he Shakespear- .
ean comedy has been
charged with anti-
Semitism, making it
an ambitfous chaice
chr atmate::-.l:rs !
u mmanuel One minute you female rales. Portia  The Talisman must
Toutoungi avoids the loathe him for his is intelligent, witty, also be also be con-
temptation to por- harsh mean-spirited- dsent and gratulated for bold
tray Shylock the Jew nessand afewscenes ultimately saves the and skillful ful cutting.
in a cartoonesque later he seems a vie-  life ofher hushand’s ~ While the play has

MASTERFUL: Emmanuel Toutoungi is Shylock 3

fashion, - tim of racist been shortened b;
Thanks to his mas-  Christians. M MucDanaﬁ is about 270 lines, th{
terful treatment the  The Merchmt is a aup?:% cast as - effect is a welcome

audience has a com- love story as well, Poma ringing the increase to the
plicated reaction to and contains one of necessary energy toa attention span.
the money-lender. the Bard’s meatiest  wonderful character. Kristiina Cooper




