| Founded October, 1942 556th Production
y ¥ Monday, 17th to Saturday, 22nd May, 1999 at 7.30 p.m.

Talisman Theatre Company

presents

RELATIVE VALUES

by Noél Coward
Dirccted by Sue Teers
Monday 17th - Saturday 22nd May at 7.30 p.m. Designer Hob Teers
Cast:—
Sandy Robertson
Jueely Ferguson

Noél Coward’s

| Moxie  Awdric Lawson
Felicity  Jurely Murdoch
Cynthia  Joan Jury
Peter  Mile Skinner
Admiral  fobn Fenner
Nigel  Neil Monro-Davies
Miranda  Marlene Penn
Don  Mick lves

m of
1951,

The action takes place in the family living-r
Marshwood House, East Kent, during carly

Saturday afternoon

MANNERED COMEDY: Marlene
Penn and Neil Monroe-Davies

ALUES

We are in the library of Marshwood House, East Kent,
during early July 1951 where Felicity, Countess of

Marshwood, is awaiting the arrival of her son, Nigel,
and his fiancée, the film star Miranda Frayle.

| Directed by Sue Teers

RELATIVE VALUES -
Talisman Theatre,
Kenilworth. Until Saturday.
Running time 2hr 30 min.
THE lawn is full of
autograph-hunting girl

| guides, the lady’s maid is

| sniffling in the drawing room
and even the admiral feels
distinctly put out.

Only Crestwell the butler,
played by Sandy Robertson
with the consumate ease of
one to the manor born, is able
to rise to the occasion in this
950s Noel Coward comedy of
social manners.

Hollywood actress Miranda
Frayle (Marlene Penn) is

Strong cast gets the |
measure of manners

being brought home to the
family seat of the Earl of
Marshwood (Neil Monro-
Davies) and there are
wedding bells in the air.

But is Marshwood House
ready for a new mistress of
dubious background? Are the
servants?

Noel Coward's complicated
sentences have to be spoken
with rhythmic precision to
catch the full humour of the
nuances. Judy Murdoch, as
the earl's mother, and Sandy
Robertson are outstanding in
this strong cast.
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Relative Values, The Talisman
Theatre, Kenilworth

KELETONS falling
Sdramatica]ly from their
closets, intricate webs of
deception weaved to save face
and well delivered one-liners
help make The Talisman’s latest
performance a treat to view.
The plummy accents of the upper crust
were faultless - helped no doubt by
Kenilworth breeding! and an

impressively plush set with careful
attention to the finer details set the scene.

Judy Murdoch’s Felicity was superb
and the words of wisdom from Coughton
Court butler Karl Esterhazie proved
invaluable and helped Sandy Robertson
steal the limelight.

Compliments also to Audrie Lawson as
the passionate Moxie and Mike Skinner
as the plain talking Peter. A well-
rounded and hilarious performance
under the expert direction of Sue Teers.

The play runs until Saturday. Call th
box office on 01926 856548

Vicki Gumbley

Not quite The Master's touch

Relative Values, by Noel Coward,
Talisman, until tomorrow (Saturday).
THE butler lessons paid off.
Sandy Robertson was so deter-
mined to play Crestwell the butler
convincingly he took lessons fram
a real professional.

And it worked, the end product
being the most loveable but arro-
gant butler Noel Coward could
have wished for.

Unfortunately he was not quite
enough to hold the play together.

1t was difficult to tell whether
the actors really understood the
play. or the play itself was unin-
spiring, but it did not really come
together in the way Talisman pro-
ductions usually do.

However, Judy Murdach,
despite a few first night stum-
blings nderful perfor-

a3 Tl

She made the most of her one-
liners and had the audience laugh-
ing throughout.

But at times the play did not
flow, with actors not seeming io
connect all the time.

Mike Skinner appeared excep-
tionally at ease with his role as
Peter, as did Mick Ives as Don the
American, but other characters at
times appeared to be talking at
cach other rather than with each
other.

Relative Values ends with
Felicity’s comment that nothing
much had changed. It hadn't
Nothing much had happened at
all. k

But at least there were some
zood laughs on the way. - Calista
Duffield.
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