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A Little Hotel on the Side
- Talisman Theatre

Classic French farce was
never a more apt deseription
that of this tale of public
morality masking a private
undercurrent of lascivious-
€SS,

ness.

Interrupted tristes, mis-
taken identities, character
on the oddball side of eccen-
tric and even a screaming
group of schoolgirl banshees
- all the ingredients are here.

The cast throw themselves
energetically into the fray.
John Fenner and Vicki
Hollings as the would-be
lovers lrying to get a
momént’s privacy both turn
in excellent performances.

Geoff Brooke-Taylor

Anything but

hotel

Andy Bayliss and Susan
Howell all pmwde moments
of high comedy in a support-
ing cast that shows strength
from top to bottom.

For modern audiences
pacing is always going to be
a problem. . Even John
Mortimer’s crisp translation
drags at times and, at a
shade under three hours
total running time, there's
plenty in Wendy Anderson’s
atmospheric production that
could be trimmed without
disturbing the flow.

Like the hotel it features,
the service may be slow in
places, but the stay should
eertainly be memorable. A
Little Hotel on the Side runs
until Saturday.

Matthew Salisbury
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Director  Wendy Anderson
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The Talisman Theatre thanks the following for their help with this production:—
Pat Austin as dresser
Juliet Jenkins for Miss Anne Bennell’s costume
Keith Murphy Opticians, Wanvick Road, Keniwerth for the loan of spectacles

The Clarendon House Hotel, High Street, Kenilworth for the venue for press photographs

Antiques in a Barn, Kenilworth Road, Balsall Common, ior the foan of antique furniture
Barn Antiques, Long Marston, for the loan of antique furniture
l Loft Theatre, Leamington Spa, for the loan of furniture

This translation of A Little Hotel on the Side was firs! presented
in the Olivier Theaire, al the National Theaire, on 9th Augus!, 1984,
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Riotously funny side show

THIS is a rip-roaring French
f“‘,,m“,, "".'{’b“.,’li'mg‘““"" ore bwists
an ‘more
turns than the Monaco race

At close to tlxlee hours long it
needs to be to maintain
your attention and does so with
something to —-a
t's ente; ent.

gﬁ in Paris in the early 1900s
and written by pla) ts

to English.

Mxmell)e Paxlla:gm (Vl&ln
Hollings| an affair
with her hnabnnd’s best friend,
Benoit Pinglet (John Fenner),
despite admitting she finds him
“unattractive”,

But their erstwhile attempts at
intimacy in a bawdy hotel are

doomed to slapstick failure as a
succession of close friends, not to
mention sponxes. turn up at the
establishmen

Hotel porter Buulat (Andrew

Bwlms) is extremely funny, whil

the whole cast dsserve a putun the
back for a superbly crafted, and
well acted performance.
H Dean Valler



Plenty to titter about in
chfarce

naughty Fren

A Little Hotel on the Side, The Talisman
Theatre, Kenilworth, until tomorrow
(Saturday).

THE Talisman Theatre’s A Little
Hotel on the Side is a sort of Carry

up the Eiffel Tower.

The play is John Mortimer of
1pole fame’s translation of

Lhotel du  Libre

ange, and has jokes about sex
marriage that would make

Frankie titter.

Beneit Pinglet is desperate to get
nto bed with his best friend Henri
illardin’s wife, who is
he lack of attention he is giving

John Fenner is appropriately
= us and grotesque as Pinglet,
whose thwarted lust is matched
aoly by his unatiractiveness.

He persuades Mme Paillardin,
plaved with wounded pride and

rtue by Vicki Holling, to have a
rendez-vous at the seedy Free
Trade Hotel.

David Charlton’s portrayal of
bemused architect Henri Paillardin
s the most sympathetic in the play,

{ a man who got married mostly to
avoid having sex.
He is mmmissinnaduh:esmy at
tel to investigate “knock-
hosts” which he puts down to

faulty central heati
His prudish nephew Maxine,
well played by Daniel Gough, has
also been lured there by the
Pinglets' maid Victoire, along
with Mathieu, a friend of the
Pinglets’ with his four model
daughters.
to this a porter who drills
holes in walls to look at naked
ladies, and a bungling Inspector

John Fenner and Vicki Hallings in & Littie Hotel on the Side. picture: 7oe Jefiey

from the Department of Public
Morality and you have a farce car-
ried along by lust and fear of dis-

With the breakneck pace, and a
mix of verbal humour and pratfalls,
it could all go horribly wrong, but
somehow the cast negotiate the
lines, the plot clicks into place, and
everybody goes home happy.
Robert Collins 7110




